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AMENDMENT 

AiWfinrtmeTifa to the Claims 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the subject application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amendftfl) An earphone cushion, comprising a first resilient ring having 
Opposite input and output faces, a thickness between the faces, and an opening therethrough 
defining an interior surface between the faces, tJie ijiput face having associated structure for 
acousti cally coupling the openuig to an output face of a speaker, the output face of the first 
resilient ring being resiliently conformable to a lateral face of an auricle, and the interior surface 
flaring unidtrectionally outwardly for at least a portion of the thickness, the first ring comprising 
an elaistomer comnrisitiQ microcgipsnles of a material canable of an endothermic phase change at 
a substantiallv constant te mperature, 

2. (Original) The earphone cushion of claim 1, wherein the first ring is annular, oval^ 
elliptical , or auricular in shape. 

3. (Original) The earphone cushion of claim 1, wherein the interior surface flares out in 
a direction from the input face to the output face. 

4. (Original) The earphone cushion of clai.tn 1 , wherein the interior surface flares out 
exponentially. 

Claims 5 and 6. (Canceled) 

7. (Ctin-ently Amended) The earphone cushion of claim [[6]] 1 » wherein the 
microcapsules comprise Frisby Thermasorb microcapsules* 

8. (Currently Amended) The earphone cushion of claim [[5]] wherein the elastomer is 
foamed with at least one of open and closed cells- 

9. (Original) The eaiphonc cushion of claim 1, wherein the first ring comprises Frisby 
Comforterop. 
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10. (Original) The earphone cushion of claim 1, wherein the structure associated with 
the input Rice of the first ring for acoustically coupl ing the openini^ in the first ring to an output 
face of a speaker comprises the output face of the speaker having an associated flange, the 
opening at the input fece of the first ring being configured to resiliently receive the output face of 
the speaker in a romplewentary, slide-in, elastic engagement and the interior surface of the first 
ring having a flange-retaining recess located adjacent to the input face of the ring and configured 
to resiliently receive the flauge of the speaker in a complementary, over-center, elastic 
engagement, 

1 1 . (Original) llie earphone cushion of claim 1 , wherein the structure associated with 
the input face of the first rin^ for acoustically coupling the opening of the first ring to an output 
face of a speaker comprises: 

the output face of the speaker having an associated flange; 

a second resilient ring having opposite input and output faces and an opening 
theretbrougli defining an interior surface between the faces, the opening at the input fece of the 
second ring being configured to resiliently receive the output face of the speaker in a 
complementaiy* slide-in, elastic engagement, and the interior surface of the second ring having a 
flange-retaining recess located adjacent to the input face and configured to resiliently receive the 
flange of the speaker in a complementary, over-center, elastic engagement; 

a thjjd retainer ring having an opening therethrough and an outer periphery 
configured to be resiliently received m the recess of the second ring in a complementary, over- 
center, elastic engagement adjacent to the flange of the spealcer; 

an acoustic plug having at least one aperture therethrough, an output end» a flange 
circumscribing the output end, and an input end coiresponding to and configured to be received 
through the respective openings in the first, second and third rings; and, 

Rtracture for retaining the input end of the plug in the openi ng of the third rmg such 
that the flange of the plug presses a first portion of the input face of the first ring against a 
con^sponding portion of the output face of the second ring and acoustically couples the openhig 
of thft first ring to the output face of the speaker 

12. (Original) I he earphone cushion of claim 10, whereui the first ring has ai least one 
circumferential recess between the output face thereof and the flange-retaining recess in the 
interior surface thereof 
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13- (Original) The earphone cushion of claim 1 1 , wherein a second portion of the input 
face of the first ring circumscribing the flangft of thft phig is spaced apart from a corresponding 
portion of the output face of the second ring, thereby defining a circumferential recess between 
the input face of the first ring and the output face of the second ring. 

14. (Original) The earphone cushion of claim 1 1 , wherein the structure for retaining the 
input end of the plug in the opening of the third retainer ring comprises an adhesive, a pluralily of 
resilifintly supported cams on the input end of the plug, and complementary threads on respective 
ones of the input end of the plug and the opening of the third ring* 

15. (Original) An earphone, comprising: 

a cushion in accordance with claim 1 ; and» 

a speaker having an output tace acoustically coupled to the opening of the cushion at 
the input face thereof. 

16- (Original) A headset, comprising; 

at least one earphone in accordance with claim 15; and, 

means for acoustically coupling the output face of the cushion to a lateral face of an 
auricle of a listener. 

17, (Original) The headset of claim 16, wherein the means for acoustically coupling the 
output face of the cushion to a lateral face of an auricle of a listener comprises a resilient, arcuate 
band having a fb*st end attached to the at least one earphone. 

18. (Original) The headset of claim 16, flirther comprising a microphone attached to the 
at least one earphone. 

1 (Original) The headset of claun 1 8, wherein the microphone is on a boom attached 
to the at least one earphone. 

20. (Original) The headset of claim 1 8, wherein the microphone is on a wire suspended 
from the at least one earphone 
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Claims 21-26* (Cancelled) 

27. (Previously Presented) An eaiphone cushion, comprising a first ring having 
opposing first and second faces defining a thickness therebetween, the first ring defining an 
opening therethrough, the opening defining an interior surface between the faces, the fii-st face 
having associated structure for acoustically coupling the opening to an output face of a speaker 
and the second face being resiliently confomable to a lateral face of an auricle, tlie first ring 
comprising microcapsules of a material capable of an endolhentiic phase change at a 
substantially constant temperature. 

28. (Previously Presented) The earphone cushion of claim 27, wherein the interior 
surface flares out unidirectionally from the first face to the second face for at least a portion of 
the thickness. 

29- (Previously Presented) The earphone cushion of claim 27, wherein the 
microcapsules comprise Frisby Thcrmasorb microcapsules- 

30. (Previously Presented) The earphone cushion of claim 27, wherein the first ring 
comprises Frisby Corafortemp 

31. (Previously Presented) The earphone cushion of claim 27, wherein the structure 
associJitfid with the first face for acoustically coupling the opening to the output face of the 
speaker includes a flange-retaining recess located adjacent to the first face and configured to 
resiliently receive a flange of the output face of the speaker in a complementary elastic 
engagement. 

32. (Previously Presented) Aji earphone, comprising: 
the earphone cushi on of claim 27; and 

the speaker having the output face acoustically coupled to the opening of the 
earphone cushion at the first face thereof 

33. (New) An earphone cushion, comprising a first resilient ring having opposite input 
and ou^ut faces» a thickness between the feces, and an opening therethrtiugh dcfiiiinji axi ulterior 
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surface between the feces, the input face having associated structure for acoustically coupling tlie 
opening to an output fece of a speaker, the output face of the first.resilient ring being resiliently 
conformable to a lateral face of an auricle, and the interior surface flaring unidirectionally 
outwardly for at least a portion of the thickness, the interior surface being configured to facilitate 
in matching acoustical injpprfances at the output face of the ring and the output face nf the 
speaker when coupled to the ring. 

34. (New) An earphone cushion, comprising a first ring having opposing first and 
second faces defining a thickness therebetween, the first ring defining an opening therethrough, 
the opening defining an interior surface between the feces, the first face having associated 
structure for acoustically coupling the opening to an output face of a speaker and the second face 
bemg resiiiently conformable to a lateral face of an auricle, the interior surface of the ring being 
configured to facilitate in matching acoustical i mpedances at the second face of the ring and the 
output face of the speaker when coupled to the ring, the first ring comprising microcapsules of a 
material capable of an endothcrmic phase change at a substantially constant temperature. 
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